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CIVIC MEDIA ENCOMPASSES ANY FORM OF MEDIA
THAT PROMOTES AND ENRICHES CIVIC

ENGAGEMENT, WITH A DELIBERATE AIM TO BE
EXPANSIVE AND INCLUSIVE. IT ENCOMPASSES AND

GOES BEYOND TRADITIONAL NOTIONS OF
JOURNALISM, EMBRACING A WIDE SPECTRUM OF

INTERACTIVE PLATFORMS SUCH AS SOCIAL MEDIA,
COMMUNITY RADIO BROADCASTS, PODCASTS,

ONLINE FORUMS, MOBILE APPLICATIONS, AND
GRASSROOTS STORYTELLING INITIATIVES. THESE

DIVERSE MEDIUMS SERVE TO EMPOWER
COMMUNITIES, ENCOURAGE DIALOGUE, AND

FACILITATE COLLECTIVE ACTION TOWARD SOCIAL
CHANGE AND DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION

INTRO 2
CIVIC MEDIA 



Citizen Journalism Platforms: Websites and apps like
CitizenLab or Bellingcat that encourage citizens to
investigate and report on civic issues can provide students
with practical experience in civic reporting and ethical
considerations in journalism.
Open Data Platforms: Accessible databases like Data.gov or
local government portals that provide open datasets can
empower students to analyze and visualize data relevant to
civic issues, fostering data-driven insights and informed
decision-making.
 Augmented Reality (AR) Tools: Experimenting with AR tools
like HP Reveal or AR.js to create immersive experiences
related to civic landmarks or historical events can deepen
students' connections to local heritage and civic identity.
 Digital Preservation Tools: Platforms such as Archive.org or
local digital archives that preserve and provide access to
historical civic documents can encourage students to
critically examine civic history and its impact on
contemporary issues.

MEDIA LINKED TO
COMMUNICATION TOOLS 



WHY IT’S
IMPORTANT
TO VOTES 

Elections Impact Your Everyday Life and FamilyHow much
resources will your local schools get? Will city and county

government repair the potholes on the road to your house?
Will public transportation services be expanded? How much

access to healthcare will you receive? How much job security
and pay equity will you have? What are the policies around

crime prevention and gun safety? What will immigration law
look like? All these decisions are determined by the people

voted into office at the local, state, and federal levels of
government. Voting and encouraging others to vote means

standing up for the issues you care about by electing the
people who have your best interests at heart. Voting does not
just help our communities in theory; it has tangible effects on

whether or not our elected officials care about our needs.
Voting gives a stake in your community.



HOW
DOES
MEDIA
AFFECT
VOTER
TURN
OUT?

Media consumptionMedia consumption
drastically affectsdrastically affects
voter turnout invoter turnout in
many ways, bothmany ways, both
positive andpositive and
negative, likenegative, like
improving awarenessimproving awareness
and engagement, orand engagement, or
breedingbreeding
misinformation.misinformation.

The effects of mediaThe effects of media
on voter turnouton voter turnout

vary depending onvary depending on
multiple factors themultiple factors the
source, the messagesource, the message
within it, and alsowithin it, and also

how individualshow individuals
interpret thoseinterpret those

messages.messages.



POSITIVE EFFECTS

Media also breeds polit ical discussion andMedia also breeds polit ical discussion and
debate .  Televevised debates ,  l ike the onesdebate .  Televevised debates ,  l ike the ones

that appear on Fox news,  often sparkthat appear on Fox news,  often spark
massive amounts of media attention,massive amounts of media attention,

causing many debates on social mediacausing many debates on social media
platforms,  l ike twitter .  This engagementplatforms,  l ike twitter .  This engagement
allows people to interact with peopleallows people to interact with people
directly through media and as a resultdirectly through media and as a result

can make someone have interest in votercan make someone have interest in voter
part icipat ion.part icipat ion.

Awareness is one posit ive effect of mediaAwareness is one posit ive effect of media
consumption,  media campaigns providesconsumption,  media campaigns provides
essential information about candidates ,essential information about candidates ,

their platforms,  and their key tactics andtheir platforms,  and their key tactics and
issues their going to tackle .  People whoissues their going to tackle .  People who
consume these types of media will have aconsume these types of media will have a

more nuanced and informed view ofmore nuanced and informed view of
polit ics and elections ,  which leads topolit ics and elections ,  which leads to

increased voter turnout .increased voter turnout .   

Another part of media is  l ive covereage,Another part of media is  l ive covereage,
which offes several benefits .  f irst i twhich offes several benefits .  f irst i t
offers real t ime updates ,  immediateoffers real t ime updates ,  immediate

updates are often crit ical to elections orupdates are often crit ical to elections or
campaigns because it  can be a s ignal ofcampaigns because it  can be a s ignal of

something changing in a campaigns goals ,something changing in a campaigns goals ,
or a b ig win for a party .  l ive coverageor a big win for a party .  l ive coverage

also provides rapid election results ,also provides rapid election results ,
which can help maintain public interestwhich can help maintain public interest
and engagement in throughout a votingand engagement in throughout a voting

process .  media campaigns can also beprocess .  media campaigns can also be
targeted towards marginalized groups ,targeted towards marginalized groups ,
which can allow these indiv iduals towhich can allow these indiv iduals to

become active within polit ics .become active within polit ics .



NEGATIVE EFFECTS
perhaps the biggest downside in polit icalperhaps the biggest downside in polit ical

media ,  is  mis information.  the spread ofmedia ,  is  mis information.  the spread of
misinformation can drast ically confusemisinformation can drast ically confuse

voters ,  or lead to mistrust in the polit icalvoters ,  or lead to mistrust in the polit ical
process .  mis information is very presentprocess .  mis information is very present

on social media because it  is  a placeon social media because it  is  a place
where information can be spread easilywhere information can be spread easily

and rapidly to many people .  Addit ionally ,and rapidly to many people .  Addit ionally ,
media is  sometimes used formedia is  sometimes used for

dis imormation,  sometimes campaigns candis imormation,  sometimes campaigns can
pop up discouraging voter part icipat ionpop up discouraging voter part icipat ion

Another downside to media polt ics ,  isAnother downside to media polt ics ,  is
exremist groups and ideas .  these groupsexremist groups and ideas .  these groups
are very big and active on social media .are very big and active on social media .

for example ,  groups l ike antiffa andfor example ,  groups l ike antiffa and
oathkeepers have methods of recruit ingoathkeepers have methods of recruit ing
people into there beliefs by using scarepeople into there beliefs by using scare
tactics or other methods .  these groupstactics or other methods .  these groups

were fundamental in start ing the capitalwere fundamental in start ing the capital
riot ,  through encouraging it  on socialriot ,  through encouraging it  on social

media and spreadin mis information aboutmedia and spreadin mis information about
government figures .government figures .

polit ics in media can also be too muchpolit ics in media can also be too much
for some people ,  polt ics is  t ir ing,  i tfor some people ,  polt ics is  t ir ing,  i t

requires a lot of information to intake ,requires a lot of information to intake ,
and this can overwhelm some voters ,and this can overwhelm some voters ,
making them give up on the polit icalmaking them give up on the polit ical

process .  for example ,  in th 2024process .  for example ,  in th 2024
presidential debate between Joe biden andpresidential debate between Joe biden and
donald trump,  many people were confuseddonald trump,  many people were confused
on what they were arguing about ,  seeingon what they were arguing about ,  seeing

the debate as meaningless .  after thethe debate as meaningless .  after the
debate ,  there was a surge in opinions anddebate ,  there was a surge in opinions and

facts on social media ,  causing manyfacts on social media ,  causing many
people to be overwhelmed.people to be overwhelmed.





Links 

Registering to Vote
https ://usa .gov/register-to-vote

https ://www.vote .org/register-to-vote/
https ://vote .gov/

Preregistering L inks to Vote
https ://registertovote .ca .gov/

https ://www.sos .ca .gov/elections/pre-register-
16-vote-18/

oath to voting registration
- https://www.vote.org/

-https://www.rockthevote.org/
-https://whenweallvote.org/



GENERAL ELECTION
NOVEMBER 5, 2024, GENERAL ELECTION

THE LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO
VOTE FOR THE NOVEMBER 5, 2024,
GENERAL ELECTION IS OCTOBER 21,

2024.
ALL CALIFORNIA ACTIVE

REGISTERED VOTERS WILL RECEIVE
A VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOT FOR THE

NOVEMBER 5, 2024, GENERAL
ELECTION.

YOUR COUNTY ELECTIONS OFFICE
WILL BEGIN MAILING BALLOTS BY

OCTOBER 7, 2024.
BALLOT DROP-OFF LOCATIONS OPEN

ON OCTOBER 8, 2024.
VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOTS CAN BE

RETURNED BY MAIL, AT A DROP-OFF
LOCATION, OR YOUR COUNTY

ELECTIONS OFFICE.
VOTE CENTERS OPEN FOR EARLY IN-
PERSON VOTING IN ALL VOTER’S
CHOICE ACT COUNTIES BEGINNING

ON OCTOBER 26, 2024.
VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOTS MUST BE

POSTMARKED ON OR BEFORE
ELECTION DAY AND RECEIVED BY

NOVEMBER 12, 2024.

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/upcoming-elections/general-election-nov-5-2024


There are many resources for youth
the community!

Rock the vote is a non
proift org that fouces

on engaging the
youth on the polit ical

process 

They offer resources for civ ic
involvement ,  voter registrat ion,

and election information.

engages in studies on the
civ ic involvement of young

people and offers youth
leaders and educators

resources .

advocates of regulat ions
that have an impact on youth,
such as those that deal with
voting and civ ic engagement .


